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the same infinite God is Mr. Marshal's data. I 
ON THE UNITY OF GOD. “must believe without any evidence from scrip- 
: ture, sense, or reason.” As the whole Trinitarian 
(Concluded from page 43.) system is founded on such a sandy foundation ; 
Whatever sentiments concerning the Divine uni-|and my belief of the two opposite unities and 
‘y are contrary to reason, are in direct opposition | claims of Jehovah and his servant and messenger 
to God and bis revealed truth. God, our heaven-|the Messiah, on Mr. Mitchell's data, a “rational 
ly Father, is declared in scripture to be one self-| conviction of the mind grounded on evidence ;” 
conscious being, who is possessed of a will, un-| it uppears altogether reasonable for me to unite 
derstanding, and affections of his own. His ser-| with Jesus Christ and all true worshippers, and 
vant and messenger, the Mediator whom he ap-/ worship the Father alone, who is a Spirit, in spirit 
pointed and sent to negociate a peace between and in truth, as the only rational and scriptural 
himself and man, is numerically another self-con-| plan of invocation, calculated to honour Christ, 
scious being, who has a will, understanding, and! and glorify Almighty God in the highest. 
affections of his own, distinct from his heavenly | And Mr. 8. if you think with Bishop Taylor, 
Father, whose servant he was. And if all the| “there is more truth than evidence,” that the Mes- 
learned D.D. on earth, unite with Mr. S. and con-!siah and his heavenly Father who sent him, are 
tend that they are not two distinct and separate | numerically one and the same infinite Jehovah, as 
agents, but are both one and the same supreme | Mr. Stuart affrms, | will leave you all in the sole 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


and immutable character and infinite God, their 
declarations will remain the most irrational and 
unscriptural that were ever advanced by rational 
beings. 

When our Almighty Father declares, that he so 
loved the world, that he sent his beloved Son and 
servant Jesus to be their Mediator and Saviour, he 
undoubtedly did not then send a non-entity, nor 
come himself; but actually sent a man messenger 
like unto Moses. And for me to contend, with 
Mr. Stuart, that this delegated, subordinate mes- 
senger was the one God of Moses, would not only 
be altogether irrational, but I should be guilty of 
the greatest arrogance and impiety, in setting my- 
self up as wiser than my sovereign Maker, and his 
beloved son and servant Jesus. 

They have divided themselves into two distinct 
ind unequal beings, one acting in subordination 





possession of that most invaluable rarity, truth 
without evidence, as the only foundation of your 
human modes of invocation ; and contend, as a 
maxim of logical pradence, and as an article of 
my Christian faith, that “ my assent to the truth 
of any proposition, ought to be exactly in proper- 
tion to the evidence of its authenticity.” And as 
I have infallible testimony to prove, that Christ 
and he who sent him are numerically two distinet 
and separate agents, and claim an unequal regard, 
I conclude, it is altogether reasonable and sctip- 
tural, that I should imitate one in adoring the other, 
as the one only true God and Father of all. 
Epwakp SHaRMan 
REMARKS 

It is proper to inform our readers, who have not 
seen our first volume, that E. S. bas written re- 
peatedly on the above subject, and uniformly 


‘o the other, on purpose that one should be re | avoided answering our interrogatories, and persist- 


zanled as a divine messenger, and imitated as a4 im bis opinions ; apparently contented with the 


perfect worshipper of Jehovah ; and the other) 'estimony of his own assertions, &c. rather theu 
adored as the one only living and true God of all,| the Scriptures. Now we believe in the Usury of 


And for me to destroy their opposite unities, ex- 
change their natures, their persons, and their cha- 
racters, and compound. them both into one and 
the same character and infinite God, I certainly 
should then act more like a madman or an idiot, 
than a rational being, or a consistent Bible Chris-| 
tian. | 

Reason can never admit the deification of a 
man, or subordinate messenger, nor the subordi- 
nation of an infinite God into the list of possibili- 
ties. Christ and his God are two. And the only 
possible foundation that I could build my faith in 
Christ and his heavenly Father that qualified, ap- 
pointed, and sent him, being numerically one and 





God, in as emphatic a sense, as E.S. We do not 
however, believe, that “to invoke the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as Supreme, is altogether 
unscriptural and irrational.” If this were trae, the 
martyr Stephen was very unscriptural and irtation- 
al, for he died “calling upon the Lord Jesus to re- 
ceive his Spirit ;” and it being declared that “Sie- 
phen was filled with the Holy Spirit,” we think he 
was guite as reasonable and rational as E. 5 
= ec = 

Quere. How can “all men honour the So 
as they honour the Father,” if they honow. we fa- 
or 


even 


ther alone as Supreme, and the Son as (rj. 
and subordinate ? 
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-“ 
out that they are ignorant, he quotes the follow. 
ing, which if they be by divine revelation, or jp. 
Extract from the Report of the Trustees of the Massa- | spiration, it establishes their knowledge of diving 
chusetis Missionary Society, page 4, with remarks | things to be beyond his erudition and theology, 
thereon. ,and turns bis “thus little is done unto edifying, 
Mr. Emerson, a Missionary, Fairfield, Kenne-| upon himself and all who dare presume to Speak 
beck county, 13th March, in his journal (o the so-| on God's behalf to the people by any knowledge 
ciety, says, “1 have laboured 14 weeks in your) but that of divine inspiration. Hence he say: 
service. In this time I have preached fifty-two} (sneeringly) when they (these speakers by inspira 
sermons, attended seven prayer-meetings and five | tion) come together, every one hath a psalm, hath 
conferences, visited six schouls, two of which|a doctrine, Lath a tongue, bath a revelation, hat) 


For tae Gosrer Henarp. 
' 


were Sabbath schools, and 179 families. 
spent most of my time in the towns of Winslow, 
Waterville, Fairfield, Canaan, Cornwall, Athens, 
and Solon. 


I have | an interpretation. 


As it these things could be had 
through any other medium, and was the sole pre 
rogative of the learned and the wise ministers of 


All these towns, except Athens, lie| this world’s wisdom, which the Scriptures declare 


on the Kennebeck river, and all are destitute of| to be foolishness with God! What must the psalm, 


settled ministers of any denomination ; but in each 
These 
preachers are ignorant men, and most of them 
hold to immediate revelation. Some go so far as 


resides one or more sectarian preacher. 


to lay aside the Bible in religious meetings, and | 


doctrine, revelation, and interpretation of such 
ministers be who minister from this source? The 
question is a fair one ; missionaries, please to an- 
swer it, or cease to undervalue divine inspiration 
the only right qualification of a gospel minister 


profess to be governed by the immediate inspira- If those who by this qualification pretend to preach, 


tion of the Holy Spirit in their addresses to the 
people, and all say ‘ where the Spirit of the Lord 
is there is liberty. Hence, when they come to- 
gether, ‘every one hath a psalin, hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpre- 
tation.’ Thus little is done unto edification. But 
teachers who conduct meetings in this way are 
becoming unpopular. As light and truth advance, 
they retire. Though the majority of the people 
think these preachers ‘ The great power of God, 
and many follow their pernicious ways,’ yet the 
namber and influence of their followers are rapid- 
ly decreasing. In every settlement or village the 
faithful missionary will find some that love the 
distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel.” 


The above extract furnishes a specimen of in-| 


dustry, though whether profitable to the human 
family in the way of life and salvation, the real 
object in pursuit and stimulus to action will in 
some degree determine. 

The professed object in pursuit, no doubt, is pure 
religion, and the stimulus to action the good of 
souls. But speaking against preaching by imme- 
diate revelation, and calling this way pernicious, 
argues the want of both. For if “no man knows 
the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
revealeth him,” and if “no man can call Jesus 
Lord bat by the Holy Ghost,” then it is argued 
from Christ's doctrine, that none can preach avail- 
ingly to the people but by immediate revelation— 
The first is true, and therefore the last. 

What therefore shall we think of missionary 
preaching ; particularly of those who thus dispar- 
age the ouly true qualification of a gospel minis- 
ier? This Mr. Emerson tells as, that these preach- 
ers who preach by revelation are ignorant men, 
and profess to be governed by the immediate in- 

piration of the Holy Spirit, in their addresses to 
the people, and all say, “ where the Spirit of the 
Lord is there is iberty,” and instead of making 





are mistaken, and speak not by inspiration but by 
imagination, it is no argument against this only 
qualification, but it isegainst the pretenders. Mis. 
sionaries, this is no justification to you, to speak 
against the teachings of the Holy Ghost; nor that 
you should bow to an inferior source for qualifica 
tion. You say, that the salvation of the suul is the 
Lord’s work. If so, don’t be found fighting agains 
God, by touching the ark with unhallowed hands 
or in other words, by presuming to aid but by the 
immediate power of God. It is his work, and no 
thing short of his power can effect it. If you are 
used as instruments in his band to accomplish it 
it is his power through you as organs, not derived 
by literary attainments, or human science, but im 
mediately from him that can reach and quicken 
the souls of any, and rouse them as it were into 
newness of life. And without your preaching can 
do this, you might as well tell a story to a deal 
man. Nay, your preaching will pervert the way 
of the Lord, and cause it to be evil spoken of — 
For what doth not gather, scatters; and those 
who are not for the Lord, are against him. And 
how can any be for him but by his Spirit ? There- 
fore if ye have not the Spirit of Christ, ye are 
none of his; nor can ye availingly minister to the 
people but by immediate divine qualification ; nor 
are ye divines but by a Divine Spirit. Now Sir, 
how preposterous and absurd it is for you, to pre- 
tend to be divines, and at the same time sneer at 
the idea of preaching by an immediate divine 
qualification. If this was your only qualification, 
should we not hear less of the burthens that you 
are increasing upon the people. And indeed, 
would not yourselves and your proselytes be more 
in spirit like Christ. Because, if your Christianity 
consisted in having the spirit of Christ, and how 
car you be Christians without it, would you not 
cease from violence, oppression, and Blood, in ev- 
ery case, offensive and defensive. Such is the 
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spirit of Christ, and such is the true Christian— | not from immediate divine inspiration, is vanities 
But how unlike this is your wars, not only Chris-| and lies.) They shall not be in the secret counsel 
tians against infidels, heathens, and Turks, but} of my people, neither shall they be written in the 
Christian against Christian, and plead Scripture | writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they 
, but not Christ's spirit nor example. Thus, enter into the land of Israel ; and ye shall know 

prove your ministry and qualification to} that I am the Lord God. Because, even beeause 

a source short of God, and the peaceable | they have seduced my people, saying peace, and 

his Spirit ? in short, from antichrist ? there was no peace; and one built upa slight 
believe in God, believe also in me,” saith| wall, and others daubed it with untempered mor- 
Chrift: for “no man cometh to the Father but by} tar.” Is not your going forth on missionary er- 


me” You may say in words, that you do, but) rands, and not by the direction of immediate 





do you not feel your own hearts to condemn you, | divine inspiration, like building a slight wall, and 
inasmuch ag you know that your works are not in| your ministering and not by this ability, like daub- 


coinciden ith his Spirit? If your hearts con- | ing with untempered mortar? Have ye any rea- 
demn you, God is greater; and will he justify perfi-| son to believe that this declaration of the prophet 
dious actions because of your word or unjust as-|is not only applicable to you, but to all who go 
sumption of his name? If he should, what would | forth in divine service, and not by the immediate 
vecome of his kingdom, which is righteousness, power of the Lord. Saving, “so will I break 
aud peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ? Would be | down the wall thut ye have daubed with untem 

not give his glory to another, and his praise to| pered mortar, and bring it dewn to the al 
mages, yea, and resign his precedence up to anti-| so that the foundation thereof shall he diseovered, 
christ to reign? Has this ever been the case but | and it shall fall, and ye shall be consumed in the 
with those, who “by observing lying vanities for-| midsi thereot, and ye shal! kuow that | am the 
sake their own mercy?” Look at the entrance of| Lord. Thus will I accomplish my wrath upon 
evil into the world, ead the predominanceof sin|the wall, and upon them that daubed it with un- 
from the earliest ages to this day; has it beegkby | tempered mortar, and will say unto you, the wall 
ny other medium? Certainly not. Where is no more, neither they that daubed it. To wit, 
then will ye act the part of the foolish prophe he prophets of Israel, who prophesy concerning 
against whom Ezekiel was commanded to pro-}aerusalem, and which see visions of peace for her, 
and there is no peace, (to those who walk not 
after the spirit but after the flesh) saith the Lord 
God.” AN IMPARTIALIST 


To be continued.) 


phesy, saying, “ Son of man, prophesy against the 
prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say unto 
them thet prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear 
ye the word of the Lord ; thus saith the Lord God, 
Wounto the foolish prophets, that follow their | —— 
own spirit and have seen nothing (with a spiritual | Frow tur Freeman's Journat. 
eye.) O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in The following is a copy of an original Letterfrom 
the deserts. Ye have not gone up into the gaps,/ te venerable Franklin, toa minister of a church 
(which would be, in the first place, to acknow- in the south part of New-Jersey, which has 
ledge in truth the reign of divine inspiration in| pon recently discovered there among some old 
yourselves, and then, through this medium alone, family papers. It is a composition perfectly in 
to speak in this divine qualification to the people ;} the manner and spirit of that great and worthy 
but instead of this, do ye not spurn ministers of} pan. 
this class, therefore, is not the declaration justly Philadelphia, June 6, 1758. 
against you; and also the following.) Neither! Dear Sir— 
made up the hedge of the house of Israel to stand} | received your kind letter of the 2d inst. and 
in the battle (or spititualwarfare) in the day of jam glad to hear that you increase in strength—I 
the Lord, but have seen vanity and lying divina- | | hope you will continue mending until you recover 
tion, saying, The Lord saith, &c. the Lord hath | your former health and firmness. Let me know 
not sent you; and have ye not made others to) whether you still use the cold bath, and what ef- 
hope that they would confim the word? Have fect jt has. As to the kindness you mention, 1 
ye not seen a vision, and have ye not spoken a! wish it could have been of more serious service to 
lying divination whereas'ye say, The Lord saith | you; but if it had, the onf¥ thanks I should de- 
it; (when ye reject the medium of immediate di-| sire are, that you would always be ready to serve 
vine inspiration through which he speaks,) albeit, | any other person that may need your assistance ; 
(said the Lord,) I have not spoken.” Therefore,| and so let good offices go round ; for mankind are 
isnot the “ thus saith the Lord God” against you: all of a family. For my own part, when I am 
“ Because ye have spoken vanity (that is, through | employed in serving others, I do not look upon 
some other medium than by immediate divine i in-| myself as conferring favours, but as paying debts 
spiration,) and seen lies, therefore behold [ am | In my travels, and since my settlement, I have re- 
against you, saith the Lord God.” -‘ And my band} ceived much kindness from men, to whom I shall 
shall be upon the prophets that see vanity and that | never have an opportunity of making the least di- 
devise lies: (beeanse all that is seen or divined, and | rect return ; and numberless mercies from God, 
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who is infinitely above being benefited by our ser- 
vices. These kindnesses from men, ! can, there- 
fore, only retarn to their fellow-meo ; and I can 
only show my gratitude to God by a readiness to 
help his other children, and my brethren, for I do 
not think that thanks and compliments, though re- 
peated weekly, can discharge our real obligations 
to each other, and much less to our Creator 

You will see, in this, my notion of good works, 
that f am far from expecting to merit heaven by 
them. By heaven, we understand a state of hap- 
piness, infinite in degree and endless in duration. 
I can do nothing to deserve such a reward. He 
that, for giving a draught of water to a thirsty per- 
son, should expect to be paid with a good planta- 
tion, would be modest in his demands compared 
with those who think they deserve heaven for the 
little good they do on earth Even the mixed im- 
perfect pleasures we enjoy in this world, are ra- 
ther from God's goodness than our merit; how 
much more so the happiness of heaven? For my 
part, I have not the vanity to think I deserve it, 
the folly to expect it; or the ambition to desire it, 
but content myself in submitting to the disposal of 
that God who made me, who has hitherto preser- 
ved and blessed me, and in whose fatherly good- 
ness I may well confide, that he never will make 
me miserable, and that the affliction I may at any 
time suffer, may tend to my benefit. 

The faith you mention has, doubtless, its use in 
the world. I do not desire to see it diminished, 
nor would I desire to lessen it in any man, but I 
wish it were more productive of good works than 
I have generally seen it. I mean real good works, 
works of kindness, charity, mercy, and public spi- 
rit; not holyday-keeping, sermon-bearing or read- 
ing; performing church ceremonies, or making 
long prayers, filled with flatteries and compliments, 
despised even by wise men, and much less capable 
of pleasing the Deity. 

The worship of God is a duty—the hearing and 
reading may be useful; but if men rest in hearing 
and praying, as too many do, it is as if the tree 
should value itself on béing watered and putting 
forth leaves, though it never produced any fruit. 

Your good master thought much less of these 
outward appearances than many of his modern 
disciples. He preferred the doers of the word to 
the hearers; the son that seemingly refused to 
obey his feather and yet performed bis commands, 
to him that professed his readiness but neglected 
the work ; the hereti€al but charitable Samaritan, 
to the uncharitable but orthodox priest and sancti- 
fied Levite, and those who gave food to the hun- 
ery, drink to the thirsty, and raiment to the nak- 


of his name, he declares shall, in the last day, be 
accepted; when those who cry Lord, Lord, who 
value themselves on their faith, though great 
enough to perform miracles, bet have neglected 
good works, shall be rejected. He professed that 
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repentance, which implied his modest opiniop 
that there were some in his time so good that they 
need not hear even Him for improvement,’ by 
now-a-days we have scarcely a little parson, thy 
does not think it the duty of every may, withiy, 
his reach to sit under his petty ministratjon, ang 
that whoever omits this offends God—I’ wish j) 
such more humility, and to you, health and firm. 
ness. 
Being your Friend and Servant, 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 
——— 


THE RETORT. - 

The “ little parsons,” or at least those who fel; 
themselves aggrieved by the allusion, in their work 
entitled “ The Evangelical Guardian and Review, 
speak of Dr. Franklin as follows—* It is evident 
as the noonday sun, that in common with the 
whole tribe of deists, he may justly be charged 
with libelling the character of God.” ‘They, how- 
ever, confess, that “ he was in a high degree ep. 
dowed with that which, by civilians and philoso. 
phers, is called natural virtue, and that which pro. 
motes the happiness of ourselves and neighbours, ix 
a temporal respect, we do not wish to deny!” In 
truth and seriousness, we wish we could say as 
much of all the /ittle parsons! Reader, turn to 
your Bible. You will there find it declared, “ Thes 
things I will that thou aflirm constantly, that they 
which have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works: these things are good and 
profitable unto men.” Again, “ By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one 
another.” 

That men of great abilities should go astray, is 
far from astonishing. ‘hey pursue with avidity 
and perseverance their objects—the mind which 
is circumscribed within the limits which ignorance, 
prejudice, and fear, have marked, whether truth 
or error bound the path, they merely wander on 
the frontiers, and seldom enter the field of deep 
research, without being frightened back again to 
their original and cherished sterility. Dr. F. lived 
in an age when long faces and long prayers were a 
sine qua non. His mind, early irradiated with 
common sense, despised the whining of the hypo- 
crite ; and his heart, black as it was by nature, re- 
jected, with disgust and horror, the gods who could 
nol, or would not save. We venture to assert, in 
the most unqualified manner imaginable, that hs 
example, if followed, qamhogyhn more mora- 
lity and happiness, than ever did, or ever will flow 
from the principles of his clerical calumniators! 
And we owe it in gratitude to this great man, and 


|to our love of truth, to say, that his character was 
ed, entertainment to the stranger, and never heard | 


truly amiable, for he was the lover of all mankind 


* We think the ironical application of this has 
altered the meaning of this passage. Our Saviour 
unquestionably either alluded to those who were 
righteous in their own estimation, or he included 
all mackind as sinners, which is their only proper 
he came not to eal! the righteous, but sinners to | character. 
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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 
In the town of Rowe, (Mass.) a Calvinistic dea- 


con urged bis neighbour to contribute for the Mis- 


sion to India; informing him that the people of 
that country were in the grossest darkness, and 
destitute of the gospel privileges we enjoy. The 
neighbour seemed to waive the subject. “Dea- 


con,” said he, “do you think there are any non- 
elect in India?” Undoubtedly, answered the dea- 
con; but I believe that Christ has a chosen heri- 
tage there too, an elect and precious number that 
was given him before the world began. “ Do you 
think,” said the neighbour, “ that the elect in India 
are as precious in the eyes of God as those in this 
country are, so that he will be equally careful to 
preserve them?” Certainly, answered he ; God 
is no respecter of persons; and of all his elect, 
throughout the earth, none can be plucked from 
his hand. The neighbour observed, that this ap- 
peared consistent ; and asked him “ if he did not 
think that the non-elect in this enlightened land 
would receive far greater damnation than those of 
dark benighted India?” Yes, I often shudder, said 
the deacon, when I reflect what must be the aw- 
fal condemnation of those who abuse our great 
privileges, who slight all our sermons. It will 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah 
than for them. “ Why then,” replied the neigh- 
bour, “in the name of merey, do you send your 
missionaries to India? Your elect there are safe ; 
you know it will only increase the endless tor- 
ments of the non-elect, and make them as misera- 
ble as those wretches in this country are to be. If 
there be any mercy in you, deacon, keep your 
missionaries from India, keep them at home.” 
—<=>_—— 


Leller io a Brother, on hearing of his joining a Bap- 
tist church 
Ever dear Brother. 

You were right in conjecturing my surprise on 
hearing of your joining the Baptist church in 
H——; how could it be otherwise? your habits 
of close reasoning—your search after facts, before 
giving credence, on other subjects—your know- 
ledge of the evasions, subterfuges, and contradic- 
tions, to which all limitarians must resort in sup- 
port of their tottering Babel, were, in my mind, asuf- 
ficient bar to your joining any society, whose foun- 
dation is laid on any thing short of the unlimited, 
never-failing goodness of Deity. But more parti- 
cularly is my wonder excited, that the studied, 
quavering voice, and mendicant tone of Mr. —— 
should thus ensnare you. 

You cannot so soon have forgotten the sermon 
he preached from that glorious passage found in 
the former part of the 25th of Isaiah. Do you not 
recollect that in his “art of sinking,” he told us 
that “a mountain is a raised place,” and that 
“the church, the elect,” are that mountain in 
which the Lord will prepare the feast of fat 


things? And that this feast of good things was 
no less a treat than the meagre, soul-distressing, 
and God-dishonouring doctrines of men, which 
represent the kind Parent of the universe as being 
a monster, as much blacker than Nero or Caligu- 
la, as Almighty power is greater than finite ? And 
did he not reduce the glorious declaration of the 
prophet respecting all people, to the little flock, 
about which we hear so much? Surely, my bro 
ther, you cannot yet have forgotten the remarks 
which you then made on that disecouse : and yet, 
this same man, who in his preaching bids adieu to 
common sense, and turns reason out of doors; 
who treats the understanding of his hearers with 
contempt, and imposes upon them a motley group 
of contradictions, which he calls gospel, with im- 
punity, yes, this same man has at length caught 
you in his trap, and you now bow down to the 
image of the beast. 

I repeat it, | am utterly astonished. That he 
should lead “ silly women” and “ young men void 
of understanding” astray, is not surprising, for it is 
an every day occurrence. But it is passing strange, 
that those who are gifted with thought, who know 
themselves men, and who, in all other cases, value 
fact more than theory, should say to the work of 
men’s hands, “Ye are our gods.” But that such 
may be, nay, that such is the fact, you, my brother, 
are a case in point. 

I have said, that Mr. —— treats the understand- 
ing of his hearers with contempt. If this phrase is 
hard, his own confession in the pulpit is a sufficient 
proof of its truth. Inthe last sermon which I 
heard him deliver, and you doubtless recollect 
the circumstance ; he declared that he was some- 
times at aloss in what manner to address his 
auditors ; because, said he, “ If we address their 
understanding, the assent so gained, is a sort of 
cold, philosophical reception of the doctrine ; and 
if we address the passions, as we sometimes do, the 
impression left on the mind is often momentary 
and evanescent.” How he intended in future to 
address them, I am as unable to determine, as I 
am by what legerdemain he, or others, persuaded 
you to join a church, the pastor of which is either 
unable or unwilling to defend his tenets, except 
when in no danger of being contradicted. 

I shall not here attempt to prove the discrepan- 
cy between the orthodoxy of Mr. —— and that ot 
Paul of Tarsus. It is sufficient to notice what ev- 
ery reflecting man will acknowledge, that in pro- 
portion to the magnitude of the subject, should be 
our deliberation and fair examination of every 
circumstance relating to it: particularly when our 
decision may greatly affect our happiness. I need 
hardly say, that though religion, or its appear- 
ances, is often made a stalking horse for various 
purposes, yet that the subject of our future state of 
existence, is of all others the most important. 

You saw me present to Mr. my little 
pamphlet, showing, as I think, beyond the shadow 





of a fear of refutation, that the will of God must 
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result in the final happiness of all men. If he is 
not the greatest hypocrite within my knowledge, 
he must consider me in an error; but as regards 
that pamphlet, his lips have remained bermetical- 
ly sealed. Do you believe he can overturn the 
foundation on which the doctrine of universal 
grace stands ? Or is he so careless about the mat- 
ter, that he would neither caution me, after an 
earnest request, nor lift a hand to prevent others 
from imbibing what he considers a devilish doc- 
trine ? Hf he cannot refute the reasons given in 
that pamphlet, why not be honest enough to say 
so? If he can, where is his faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of his duty ? 

A few more words, and I have done for the 
present. It may be urged, that if your pastor can- 
not, that some other can, show the error of the 
doctrine which I advocate ; and that the inability 
of an advocate to defend a doctrine, does not 
therefore invalidate the doctrine. ‘The first propo- 
sition I deny in toto; to the last I say amen. But 
I must remark, that I could not bear a man with 
complacency, who would “ compass sea and land 
to make one proselyte,” and at the same time 
flinch the moment that the truth of his doctrine 
was called in question. Such a man may do well 
enough as a “ blind leader of the blind ;” but to 
men who are determined to examine, in all cases, 
for themselves, such a preacher is a mere “ Ne- 
hushtun.”’ 

I have now said as much as the present oppor- 
tunity will permit. [ have spoken with the con- 
fidence of a man, and the feelings of a brother. 
You are accustomed to commit your thougits to 
paper, and I have never yet found you disobliging 
in this service. It is therefore with some confi- 
dence that I earnestly request, that you will esta- 
blish one or both of the following tenets : 

1, The doctrine of election and reprobation, as 
taught in your church. 

2. The doctrine of interminable punishment, or 
suffering after death. 

In discussing the latter, you are at liberty to 
choose either of the systems extant, Calvinistic, 
Arminian, or Hopkinsian, or a combination of any 
or all of them; but [ limit your weapons of de- 
fence to the Bible. Choose your own ground, 
take every advantage of your situation; but, 
should you find it untenable, surrender at discre- 
tion, aud you shall receive honourable quarters ; 
and, on the same terms, /wo other chances to stand 
in defence of those tenets which you have pro- 
mised to believe. The columns of the Gospel Her- 
ald are open for the full and fair discussion of the 
subject ; and you have an opportunity to be the 
first of the Calvinistic creed to lift a voice in this 
paper in opposition to the doctrine “‘ every where 
spoken against.” 

Thave only spoken of the second proposition ; 
because, if it can, in any way, be maintained, ex- 

ive of the doctrines of men, I pledge you my 


sord ta suprender the ground 1 new occery on 


the first summons. It you think me wort) \, 

trouble of an attempt, the sooner you set abc. 

the task the better I shall be pleased ; and | yj 
grant you more courage, and better conduet, thy, 

I can find among a whole generation of the clery, 

Yours, most affectionately, ‘ 
In the bonds of traterual and gospel love, 
Alban y. MENTOR 
~— — 
ROMANS viii, 20. 

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not y, 
lingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected ity 
same in hope. 

On this passage, Doctor Edwards remarks thys— 
“For the creation is subject to that use to which » 
is applied by sinful men, which as to the end of ij 
existence, the Divine glory, is in ifs own natuy 
tendency, vain and unprofitable, and in many res 
pects positively sinful.” Is not this ‘darkening com 
sel by words without knowledge 7” What is the 
which we are to understand as the thing spoken o/ 
and ‘applied by sinful men?’ Is it the ereution: 
(ktisis)or is it the use ? Shall we say, that men ay 
subject to that use to which men are applied by sin 
ful men? Or shall we say, that the use is subject ty 
that use to which it is applied by sinful men ? T\p 
Dr. continues—‘I say, to this Wis subject not vo 
untarily, but on account of him, for the sake of hi: 
glory, (dia governing the accusative) or for the ac 
complishment of the mysterious, but wise and glo 
rious purposes of him, who subjected the same iy 
hope, that this same creation shall be delivered 
from this unprofitable and sinful use, which may 
justly be considered as a state of bondage to i 
(Quere. Is it the creation or the use which is in 
bondage ? Who, or what is meant by “ it 2”) into 
a liberty, in several important respects, similar to 
that of the children of God; or at least shall lx 
delivered at the time, when the children of God 
shall be admitted to the enjoyment of their most 
glorious liberty.” Here, reader, is something 
worth attending to. Dr. E. believed that the chil- 
dren of God would be delivered at the day of 
judgment, (finally) and then, the residue of men, 
the non-elect, if you please, are to “ be delivered 
into a liberty, in several important respects, sim- 
war to that of the children of God; or at least 
shall be delivered at the time, when the children of 
God shall be admitted to the enjoyment of their 
most glorious liberty.” Now we ask, how, ac- 
cording to his doctrine of the non-elect being sen- 
tenced to fire and brimstone endlessly at the day 
of judgment, when the elect shall be made glori- 
ous, &c. how they can be said “ at that time to be 
delivered into a liderty, in several important res- 
pects, similar to that of the children of God?” Is 
it possible to conceive of any thing more prepos- 
terously inconsistent and absurd? No! it is not! 
The Dr. continues—“ For we know, that the 





whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to- 


gether until now. by reason of that vile abuse and 





THE 


perversion, which is made of 2 by sinful men, and | 
sprough desire of that deliverance just mentioned, | 
and in due time to be granted.” We ask, what is 
that which is absard and perverted, and what does | 
the Dr. mean by “ a?” Reader, the Dr. has as-| 
woned in this sentence two causes for this “ groan- | 
-and travailing in pain,” which are very dis- 
7 First, “ by reason of that vile abuse and | 


: 


<jmil ir 


_rversion, Which is made of it (what ?) by sinful | 


wen.” Second, “ through desire of that deliver- 
B ance,” &c. 
The above extracts, reader, may serve for a 
coecimen of the reasoning of this celebrated Doc- 
- of Divinity ; and the able manner in which he 
vownds the Scriptures. For ourselves, we hear- 
ly pity all those who have been deluded by this 
lind guide, and precipitated into the ditch of 
Calvinistie absurdity ? 
Note —The reader is requested to compare Rom. 
viii. 20. with Heb. ii. 14, 15 
Dr. E. in his xth chapter, page 178—186, by a 
miserable sophistry attempts to evade the force of 
tLe apostle’s declaration in Rom. viii. 20—24, he 
acknowledges, however, of the word Alisis, that 
‘whatever be the meaning of it, it ought to have 
veen translated uniformly throughout this pas- 
cage.” He was so hard pushed, that he, as a last 
resort, considered not man, but the brule creation 
intended! And to avoid, what he considered, 
the absurdity of their “ being delivered into the 
clorious liberty of the children of God,” would 
have his readers understand, that their annihilation 
sto be their deliverance, and says, “ Therefore, 
this creation (the brutes) introduced as a rational 
person, may, Without impropriety, be represented 
as earnestly desiring it.” Examine this. Can you, 
reader, (no matter whether you are a Calvinist, or | 
whatever name or vature may be the sect to which 
vou belong,) believe, that there is no “ impropri- | 
ety” in supposing that the brute creation actually 
desire to be annihilated, and were even created with 
this hope and expectation ? &c. The remarks, pre- 
ceding this Note, were made without regarding 
this attempt of Dr. E. as having effected any thing ; 
aud that the absurdity might be seen in its most 
glaring light. We now produce testimony which 
settles this question beyond the possibility of refu- 
tation. In the 23d verse, Paul says, “ And not 
ouly they, but ourselves also, which have the first 
fruits of the Spirit,” &c. All the distinction that 
Paul makes between himself and his believing 
brethren, and those whom Dr. E. considers as the 
brute creation, is, that they have the “ first fruits 
of the Spirit.” The Dr. declares that the word 
“ Ktisis is used without pasa, fen times in the 
whole New-Testament, beside Romans, &c. in no 
one of which does it mean mankind.” In James 
i. 18. we read, “ Of his own will begat he us with 
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures, Ktismaton. Will any man 
contend that Ktismaton and Ktisis are words de- 
rived from a different root? Where was the Dr.’s 
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eyes? We appeal to facts. See Mark x.6. “ But 
trom the beginning of creation, (Ktiseose) God 
‘made them male and female.” According to Dr. 
E. “ from the beginning of the tg creation God 
made man male and female!” 2 Cor. v. 17. 

“ Therefore, if any man be in C hrist, he is a new 


| creature ; (Ktisis) old things are passed away ; 


behold, all things are become new.” According 
to Dr E. “ If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
beast.” (he becomes one of the brute creation ; for 
the Dr. declares, that Afisis in these passages does 
not mean mankind.) Reader, these are a few 
among the many absurdities of celebrated Doctors 
of Divinity ! 
aS 

REMARKS ON THE RESURRECTION 
Man dieth, and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, and where is he ? The waters fail from 
the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up; so 
man lieth down, and riseth not—till the heavens be 
no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised oul of 
their sleep. Job. xiv. 

The subject of the resurrection of the body, has 
in every age since the Christian era, been consid- 
ered of momentous consequence. Every man is 
interested in this concern ; and diversity of opin- 
ion is not surprising ; for while any obscurity re- 
mains on this, or any other subject, doubts will be 
the consequence. The above quotation from Job, 
is very plain ; and the only question left for us to 
settle is, whether the material heavens are allu- 
ded to by Job, or the Jewish Church state and wer- 
ship. An apostle declares, ‘ Be it known unto you, 
that Christ is the Head of every man,’ &c. ‘ If one 
member suffer, ail the members suffer with it, &c 
‘we were crucified with him—buried with him—- 
have risen with him, &c. We believe the‘old heaw- 
ens’ passed away ai the coming of Christ. So did 
John the evangelist ; he declared this truth nearly 
1800 years ago, and declared it, too, by command 
of Christ,— And he that sat upoo the throne said 
Behold, 1 make all things new. And he said unto me, 
Write :—for these words are trae and faithful. And, 
he said unto me, IT IS DONE 

Man, therefore, with Christ. triumphed over sim. 
death and the grave,—sitteth in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, and hath in hima lite he cannot lese 

——e— 
SUPERSTITION. 

Mons. Guille, the celebrated aeronaut, postpo- 
ned his intended ascension with his Balloon, to ae- 
commodate the nameless feelings of respectable 
professors of religion, until tuesday next. The time 
appointed by him, aud publie notice given,&c. was 
on a day, which is called “Ascension-day.” It was 
therefore supposed, that his ascending in the air, 
on the same day on which our Saviour ascended 
into heaven, would look very much like an unhal- 
lowed proceeding. The Mayor was accordingly 
waited upon, who addressed a letter to Monsieur 
Guille, who very humanely signified his willing- 
ness to quiet their foreboding ' 
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From the London Universalist’s Miscellany. 
CRITICISM ON ACTS IV. 28. 
Sm, 

The following question is taken from Emlyn’s 
Tracts, page 255, by inserting it in your Miscella- 
ny for the investigation of your readers, you will 
oblige Yours, &c. 

A READER 

Indeed that text (Acts iv. 27, 28.) as translated, 
may mislead some to think that God determined 
the rulers to crucify Christ ; but if the nominative 
case be placed before the verb, as is natural, the 
true order of the words will be thus— 

“ Both Herod and Pontius Pilate were gather- 
ed together against this holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed to do what thy hand and thy 
counsel determined to be done.” 

The last words, “to do what thy counsel de- 
termined,” may relate to Christ, and not to the 
wicked rulers. 


-——PaP_ 


JONAH AND THE WHALE. 
Sm, 

Imagine not, from my title, that I am about to 
tread the path of those expositors (and many such 
there be) who, like the ancient priests of Ceres, 
Cybele, or Bacchus, think no religion worth keep- 
ing that is not chiefly composed of mystery, while 
every man who knows his own spiritual wants, ar- 
dently searches after the truths of Revelation ; I 
have only to relate an idea conveyed by the Jew- 
ish Rabbies concerning Jonah and the fish, and 
Jeave it for your readers to smile at. 

“ The whale (say they) having swallowed Jo- 
nah, took him into the Red Sea, and the fish’s eyes 
serving as windows for the prophet, it shewed 
him the very spot where the Jews crossed over 
dry-shod ! ! !” 

This conceit is next to be justified. It may be 
remarked, that Jonah said, that the weeds were 
about his head ; now the Red sea, in the Hebrew 
language. being called the weedy sea—they say, 
that it should be understood that this sea was 
about his head ! _ 

Astonishing ! that those men “ to whom were 
delivered the oracles of God,” should thus trifle 
with the precious deposit ! ib. 


= 


A FRAGMENT. 
RECITATIVE. 
To souls just perishing on the stormy deep, 
Not land more welcome ; nor to traveller's ears 
Fainting with thirst, midst Lybia’s burning sands, 
The sound of gushing rill at distance heard 
More joy inspires, than to the burden’d mind 
The voice of pardon, when high heaven reprieves 
The forfeit life, and sin’s great debt forgives. 
AIR. 
How beautiful the feet that go 
O’er mountains, like the fleeting roe ' 
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To Zion's gates with haste repair, 

And loudly this blest news declare 

Herald of love and peace, I bring 

This message from your God and King 

Thy sins are pardon’d ; raise thy head, 

Let sacred joys thy heart o’erspread ; 

Awake, cry out, salvation’s near, 

No longer death or vengeance fear. 

Thy crimes as crimson colour'd deep, 

In mercy’s breast for ever sleep ; 

Wash'd in one blood, now whiter grow 

Than purest flakes of purest snow : 

See the blest fount from his pierc’d side , 

For you, for all, he bled, he died. ib 
ior 


Confidence in God, in a thunder storm 


The rain descends, the tempests rise— 
My soul his Majesty adore ! 

Jehovah's voice sounds through the skies, 
While lightnings flash, and thunders roar 


Isit becalm’d while others fear, 

The God who thunders is my aut ; 
It is my Father's voice I hear, 

Nor shall I by his thunder fall. 


No, while his lightnings flash around, 
Although the earth’s foundations move, 
I stand secure on faith’s firm ground, 
I rest in his unchanging love. 


Nothing shall fright my soul from God, 
Should he the skies this moment rend, 

He is my only safe abode : 
My rock, my refuge, and my friend. _ id, 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sir—A short piece was left in your Letter-box fo: 
publication, segned C. which I find has not been 
published. If you wish to encourage communica: 
tions on religious subjects, ought you not to pub- 
lish such as are made to you, or give your reason: 
for the omission ? Or otherwise, have we not reas- 
son to conclude, that you find our communica 


tions unanswerable ? Cc 
ANSWER. 

No communication for the Gospri Heracp sign- 
ed C, has been found in our Letter-box and neglee- 
ted ‘ Short pieces signed C,’ we are not account 
able for. 

i 
(To Correspondents.) 

All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for 
publication in the Gospet Herarp, must be post 
paid. City Correspondents are informed, that a 
Letter-box is stationed at the entrance of the 
Printing-Office, No. 70 Bowery, for the reception 
of their Communications. 

« A Believer” is received. 
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